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Executive Summary 
TO: Mayor Blad and Pocatello City Council 

FROM: Justin Armstrong, Water Superintendent 

DATE: February 19, 2025 

SUBJECT: High Country Tank Replacement – Bid Recommendation 

Recommendation:  
Staff recommends that the City Council award the bid for the High Country Tank Replacement 
Project to MD Nursery and Landscaping Inc. in the total amount of $3,955,852.00, and authorize 
the Mayor to execute contract documents, subject to Legal Department approval.   
 
Project funding was established within the Water Department’s FY2025 capital improvement 
fund line: 031.3009.500.80-07. 
 
Discussion: 
On February 11, 2025, bid proposals were received and publicly read for the High Country Tank 
Replacement Project. The scope of work consists of replacing the one million gallon (1 MG) 
bolted steel water tank with a one million five hundred thousand gallon (1.5 MG) concrete water 
storage tank and removal of bolted tank. The City received four bid submittals for the project as 
summarized within the table below:  
 

 
Bidder 

 
Total Base Bid 

Addendum 1-3 
Acknowledged 

5% Bid 
Bond 

Western Water Constructors, Inc. $5,435,000.00 X X 
RS Jobber, Inc $4,068,504.00 X X 

Engineered Structures, Inc. (ESI) $5,155,090.00 X X 
MD Nursery and Landscaping, Inc. $3,955,852.00 X X 

After reviewing the bid documents, with specific qualification requirements, it was determined 
that none of the bidding Contractors met the specific project experience of listing a minimum of 
two (2) prestressed concrete tanks (Type I or Type III) within the past 10 years. Although each 
contractor has experience with water infrastructure projects, only three Contractors provided 
one prestressed concrete tank that includes “similar project elements”, as defined within the bid 
specifications. 
 
City staff have reviewed the bid information provided and whether to consider all bids as non-
responsive, rejecting all bidders based on the qualification requirements. However, considering 
the additional cost of rebidding the project and potentially modifying the experience 
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requirements to allow competitive bids, staff believes that it would not be advantageous to the 
City under the current circumstances with potential bidders. All bidders listed the same tank 
subcontractor of DN Tanks, whom specialize in prestressed concrete water tank construction 
throughout the United States. 
 
Our consulting engineer, Keller Associates, has reviewed the bid submittal, checked project 
references, and has provided the attached letter of consideration to award the bid to MD 
Nursery and Landscaping, Inc. The contractor’s bid amount is within the engineer’s cost 
estimate of $3.5M - 4.0M for this project. 
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